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	Objective

APEC economies will 

a.
develop a common understanding on government procurement policies and systems, as well as on each APEC economy’s government procurement practices;

b.
 achieve liberalization of government procurement markets throughout the Asia-Pacific region in accordance with the principles and objectives of the Bogor Declaration, contributing in the process to the evolution of work on government procurement in other multilateral fora; and

c.
increase the use of electronic means to conduct government procurement and in so doing seek to promote the uptake of e-commerce more broadly.



	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will:

a. enhance the transparency of its government procurement regimes and its government procurement information;

b. establish, where possible, a government procurement information database and provide the information through a common entry point; 

c. review on a voluntary basis and take appropriate steps to improve the consistency of its government procurement regime with the APEC Non-binding Principles on Government Procurement (transparency, value for money, open and effective competition, fair dealing, accountability and due process , and non-discrimination); and

d. provide for and promote government procurement through electronic means wherever possible.



	Collective Actions

APEC economies will:

a. utilize questionnaire surveys to exchange information on existing government procurement regimes and on publication of government procurement information in APEC economies;

b. maintain contact points to facilitate on-going exchange of the above information;

c. hold workshops, seminars and training courses on government procurement procedures, laws, regulations, regional and plurilateral agreements, and the impact of technological development on government procurement;

d. encourage establishment of an APEC government procurement information database, including information on procurement opportunities and the provision of a common entry point (such as World Wide Web (WWW) Home Page on the Internet) for participation by members on a voluntary basis; and

e. continue to report voluntarily on the consistency of their procurement regimes with the APEC Non-binding Principles on Government Procurement and on the improvements to their regimes.
The current CAP relating to government procurement can be found in the Government Procurement Collective Action Plan.
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	Singapore’s Approach to Government Procurement in 2003

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Measures Applied
	Further Improvements Planned

	Transparency


	Singapore has participated and would continue to participate at APEC-GPG meetings. The review is based and reported on all elements of the NBPs.


	
Tender notices, schedules and awards are published in GEBIZ, an internet-based website. It can be accessed by suppliers and other interested parties.

In addition, suppliers are now able to do online tendering (in GEBIZ) with effect from July 2003.
	
At the GPEC meeting held in Feb 02, Singapore updated on the voluntary review of our Government Procurement procedures to be consistent with the Non Binding Principles.



	Value for Money


	
	
Singapore has been practicing procedures aimed at achieving best available value for money in the procurement of goods and services. Detailed tender specifications are spelt out in the Invitation to Tenders, and the tender is awarded to the supplier that provide the best value for money package which best meets the GPE's (Government Procurement Entity) requirements. 


	Singapore will continuously review its government tendering procedures to maintain efficient, open, fair and competitive procurement practices.

	Open and Effective Competition 


	
	For open tenders, GPEs put their tender notices in GEBIZ (internet), which is widely accessible to the public and all potential suppliers. GEBIZ, as a procurement system, is designed to encourage levels of competition among suppliers by providing a predictable bidding environment in which suppliers can readily evaluate their competitiveness and their chances of winning contracts, as the tender schedules (bids received) would be posted on GEBIZ a few days after the close of the tender.


	As above

	Fair Dealing


	
	Singapore's practices are consistent with the fair dealing principle. GEBIZ is an open procurement system. In addition, procurement personnel are required discharge their official duties in an impartial manner, without the interference of pursuing their private interests (that is, to declare any conflict of interest), nor accept / solicit gifts which might influence the conduct of their duties.


	As above

	Accountability and Due Process


	
	GPEs have been keeping proper records of the entire procurement processs, including decisions and actions taken during the process. These records are retained for a specific number of years (usually 3 years) and they are subject to independent audit checks.
	As above

	Non-discrimination


	
	Singapore has fully implemented its obligations under the GPA (Government Procrurement Act), and one of the key principals is non-discrimination.


	As above


	Improvements in Singapore’s Approach to Government Procurement since 1996

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	General Policy

Position


	Sharing of procurement information with member economies


	a.  Singapore has participated in the GPEG in demonstrating the Government Internet Tender Information System (GITIS) in Feb 1998.

b. Singapore has also participated in providing a lecturer at the workshop on government procurement practices in Kunming, China in Jul 1999.

c. Singapore has also presented our government procurement procedures and e-procurement at the Roundtable on “WTO’s Singapore Issues and Implications for Southeast and East Asia” on July 2003. The event is attended by participants throughout Asia, including New Zealand, Sweden, India, Thailand etc.

	Transparency


	Enhancement of the transparency of the government procurement system and creation of database in line with the GPEG CAP
	Created a database containing information on Singapore's procurement system and this is made accessible from a link in the APEC Government Procurement webpage.

Singapore presented our experiences in e-procurement (GEBIZ system) at the recent GPEG meeting in Feb 02.



	Value for money


	
	As above

	Open and Effective Competition 


	
	As above

	Fair Dealing


	
	As above

	Accountability and Due Process


	
	As above

	Non-discrimination


	
	


